Effect of different agonistic experiences on behavioural seizures in fully amygdala kindled rats.
Fully amygdala kindled rats were exposed to two different inter-male agonistic experiences in order to study the interaction between epilepsy and acute social stress. Victory experience did not influence the severity of seizure behaviour, whereas a single acute defeat modified both ictal and postictal seizure manifestations. Defeat resulted in less severe and shorter lasting motor seizures, and the accompanied postictal inhibition or behavioural depression was of shorter duration in comparison with pre-stress values. The ability of acute defeat to trigger anticonvulsant activity as implied by the weakened convulsive response is discussed.